
 North Fork Eau Claire River
Botany Blitz

Saturday May 23, 

June 20, August 1, 2009

sand snaketail dragonfly 
(Ophiogomphus smithi)

( NOAA Sea Grant photo)

North Fork Eau Claire River features a 3-mile 
stretch of  the north fork from just north of  Hamil-
ton Falls to just south of  the confluence with 
Beeman Creek. This warm-water drainage stream 
flows from Clark County southwest into the main 
branch of  the Eau Claire River. Most of  the site 
focuses on the river and adjacent cliff  communi-
ties, although the southern portion extends to 
cover oxbows, islands, and adjacent meadows and 
savannas. This relatively wild reach contains sev-
eral rare aquatic invertebrates including the sand 
snaketail dragonfly (Ophiogomphus smithi). The 
cliffs and steep-sided terraces harbor many more 
rare to uncommon plants and animals. These 
types of  natural communities have received little 
recognition for their ecological reference attributes 
in the past. (WI DNR) 

State Natural Area # 525
Located in Eau Claire County.
Accessible by canoe.

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/ORG/land/er/sna/sna525.htm

Site Leaders:  

Robert Freckman (May 23)  (715) 346-2637   
rfreckma@uwsp.edu 

Emmet Judziewicz Emmet.Judziewicz@uwsp.edu

Meridian Park
Botany Blitz

2009 Date to be Determined

(Photo by Robert A. Kleppin)

Situated on an isthmus of  sand between the south 
end of  Kangaroo Lake and Lake Michigan, Me-
ridian Park contains a diverse set of  natural fea-
tures characteristic of  Door County including 
dolomite outcroppings and escarpment, sand ridge 
and swale complex, forested sand dune, alkaline 
marsh, and sedge meadow. Of  note is the 10-to-15 
foot high ledge of  rock outcrop, part of  the Niag-
ara Escarpment, which chronicles the weathering 
effects of  Lake Michigan waves in ancient times. 
This area is important habitat for ferns living in 
the tiny, damp grottos of  moss and dolomite. 
Other natural features are the mile-long 50-to-60 
feet high sand dunes forested with a mature 
northern mesic forest of  hemlock, sugar maple, 
and yellow birch. Canopy associates include 
beech, red maple, white cedar, and a few super-
canopy white pine. The shrub layer is composed 
primarily of  Canada yew, a declining species in 
Wisconsin due to deer browse. Also present is a 
series of  dry sandy ridges alternating with lower 
wet swales that tell the story of  the receding shore-
line of  Lake Michigan.  (WI DNR)

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/ORG/land/er/sna/sna544.htm 

State Natural Area #544, located in Door County.
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