
grows on rotting wood. Additional examples on dis-
play were Chilosyphus pallescens, Lophocolea het-
erophylla, Cephalozia connivens and C. lunulifolia, 
Nowellia curvifolia, Jungermannia, Porella platy-
phylloidea, and Radula complanata.

Another series of specimens consisted of 
various types of simple thalloid liverworts, which are 
characterized by anacrogynous sporophytes: Aneura 
pinguis, the oil bodies of which look like dirt; 
Metzgeria conjugata; and Pollice epiphylla.

Complex thalloid liverworts were discussed 
last. These plants have ventral scales and pegged 
rhizoids and generally grow on moist shaded banks 
and other suitable habitats, including flowerpots in 
greenhouses. Representative specimens included the 
most familiar of liverworts, Marchantia polymorpha, 
in which the gemmae are produced in splash-cups on 
the upper surface of the 
gametophyte;     

 Marchantia polymorpha 
(Photo courtesy of 
http://www.microview.org.uk/millennium/Pages/marchant
ia_polymorpha.htm)

Conocephalum conicum, which has a fishy aroma; 
and the floating aquatic Riccia fluitans, which is 
popular among aquarists as shelter for young fish. 

We thank Dr. 
Freire for her 
presentation.

Riccia fluitans 

Source:flickr.com/photos/ 17269719@N00/103694358/ 
  

Tom Eddy examines a 
liverwort specimen
(Photo by Lynn White)

 

Conocephalum conicum  

 

Close up of  hexagonal leaf  cells.

 (Photos above courtesy of:     
http://www.botany.ubc.ca/bryophyte/conocephal
um.html)

Botanical Club of  Wisconsin

Wisconsin Flora                                              2                                                      November 2008

 

http://www.microview.org.uk/millennium/Pages/marchantia_polymorpha.htm
http://www.microview.org.uk/millennium/Pages/marchantia_polymorpha.htm
http://www.microview.org.uk/millennium/Pages/marchantia_polymorpha.htm
http://www.microview.org.uk/millennium/Pages/marchantia_polymorpha.htm
http://flickr.com/photos/17269719@N00/103694358/
http://flickr.com/photos/17269719@N00/103694358/
http://www.botany.ubc.ca/bryophyte/conocephalum.html
http://www.botany.ubc.ca/bryophyte/conocephalum.html
http://www.botany.ubc.ca/bryophyte/conocephalum.html
http://www.botany.ubc.ca/bryophyte/conocephalum.html

