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Lawrence Lake in Langlade County is one
of three State Natural Areas selected by the Botani-
cal Club in 2007 for a "Botany Blitz" - an intensive
inventory of the plants to be compiled over the next
two or three years by members of the Botanical
Club of Wisconsin.

On 31 May 2007, Robert W. Freckmann,
Alvin L. Bogdansky, Patrick Perzynski, Max Olson,
Aloysha McClain, and Todd Hebal made a prelimi-
nary visit to the site to determine if roads and trails
would provide easy access to all parts of the prop-
erty. The group found that the town road was pass-
able to the boat landing on the west side of the lake,
but that a road shown on maps as running on the
south side of the lake to the east side no longer ex-
isted. The group spent part of the day walking the
west and south shore and the adjacent part of the
woods, while making a list of plants in that area.

The first scheduled Botanical Club Botany
Blitz at Lawrence Lake took place on 25 August
2007. The group included James P. Bennett, Alvin
Bogdansky, Theodore S. Cochrane, Thomas L. Eddy,
Robert W. Freckmann, Neil A. Harriman, Steve R.
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Janke, E. Eugene Jarvis, Emmet Judziewicz, Steven
A. Krause, Matthew Wagner, and Laurie Yahr.

The group surveyed the lake and lake shore,
and the woods on the west and south, but because the
east side was difficult to reach, only a small fraction
of this side, the largest part of the Natural Area, was
inventoried.

Site description
Lawrence Lake
is a wild unde-
veloped lake of
about 50 acres.
The water is
clear, acidic, and
low in nutrients,
with submersed
plants typical of
soft-water lakes such as lake quillwort (Isoetes la-
custris), waterwort (Elatine minima), and purple
bladderwort (Utricularia purpurea). The lake is sur-
rounded by a wide shore zone, and with shallow
marshy bays. The forest surrounding the lake is
composed of a rich mixture of conifers and decidu-
ous trees, including hemlock (T3uga canadensis),
balsam fir (Abies balsamea), black spruce (Picea
mariana), white pine (Pinus strobus), sugar maple
(Acer saccharum), red maple (Acer rubrum), yellow
birch (Betula alleghaniensis), paper birch (Betula
papyrifera), red oak (Quercus rubra), and aspens
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